Thankful for our faithful Jewish brethren

Whereas, it is all too easy for us who are Gentile believers in Christ to forget that through faith
in Christ we are “children of Abraham” (Galatians 3:7) as well as being “children of God”
(Galatians 3:26); and,

Whereas, the “so great cloud of witnesses surrounding us” (Hebrews 12:1) is for the most part
Jewish being both physical and spiritual descendants of Abraham (Hebrews 11:8-38); and,

Whereas, these Jewish believers, whose faith was credited as righteousness as was that of their
spiritual and physical father Abraham (Genesis 15:6), lived out their faith in the milieu of their
culture and customs; and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the patriarchs who “sojourned in the land of promise, as in
a strange country...and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth” (Hebrews
11:9, 13); and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the Jews who sought to be faithful to the LORD God as
members of the Abrahamic covenant during their days in Egypt; and

Whereas, we remember the faith of Moses’ parents, and the faith of Moses and Aaron, Joshua
and Caleb who led Israel out of Egypt and into the Promised Land; and

Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful Jews who sought to maintain the Law of God
during the days of the Judges and Kings; and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful kings (of the Southern Kingdom) and the
faithful prophets who led and called God’s people to walk in obedience to the Law of God; and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful Jews who sought to keep the culture and
customs of God’s people even in the days of the Assyrian and Babylonian captivities; and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful Jews returning to the land of promise
rebuilding the Temple, restoring the Law and rebuilding the wall in the days of Zerubbabel,
Ezra, and then Nehemiah; and,

Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful Jews during the “intertestamental” years who,
even though under continued Gentile rule (except for the days of the Hasmonean dynasty),
sought to maintain the customs and culture of God’s people; and,

Whereas, we especially remember the faith of faithful Jews who protected the Scriptures in the
region of the Dead Sea only to be discovered since the 1940’s and now known as the Dead Sea
Scrolls; and,



Whereas, we remember the faith of the faithful Jews (e.g. Joseph and Mary [Matthew 1];
Zacharias and Elisabeth [Luke 1]; Simeon and Anna [Luke 2]) who were awaiting the coming of
the Messiah;

Be it therefore resolved that the messengers of the Pennsylvania Association of Regular Baptist
Churches, meeting April 28-29, 2025, hosted by Hope Baptist Church of Hanover, do hereby
commit ourselves to thank the Lord for our faithful Jewish brethren of the days of the Old
Testament and intertestamental years leading up to the first coming of the Christ, the Lord
Jesus.

Be if further resolved that we seek to emulate their faith and faithfulness to the LORD God
regardless of our circumstances both personal and national.

Be it further resolved that we pray for our present-day Jewish brethren who are seeking to
reach their fellow Jews with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ in the midst of their culture and
customs.

Be it finally resolved that we pray for our present-day Gentile brethren who are seeking to
reach those who are physically sons of Abraham with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ so that
they will become spiritual sons of Abraham, sons of the true and living God.



